
             15th December 2024         Third Sunday of Advent 
Church of the Assumption, Athenry             Church of the Immaculate Conception, Newcastle   

Parish Office: (091) 844076  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  
Office Eircode: H65 H224 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10:30am — 1:30pm;    Friday: 10:30am — 4:30pm 

 

Priests:      Fr. Charlie McDonnell P.P.  Mobile: 086-8193884 Email: frchaz@me.com  
       Fr. Benny MC Hale C.C. Mobile: 087-2387336  
Deacon:     Rev. Julian Drapiewski Mobile: 086-8185188 
Pastoral and Counselling: Mike Dunne Mobile: 0879920507.  Email: counsellingmike@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary:    Brí d Higgins Office: 091 844076.  Email: info@athenryparish.ie 
Newcastle bookings:   Mary Gannon Mobile: 086-4060187 
Safeguarding Rep:   Eithna Moran 091-844076 
 

  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  Website: www.athenryparish.ie  Facebook: St. Marys Parish Athenry 
Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie      Parish FM: 106.5 

Bank: AIB, Athenry;  Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry    IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45;   BIC:AIBKIE2D 
 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK:  Fr. Charlie McDonnell P.P.  Mobile: 086-8193884 

 

NOTICE FROM ATHENRY ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (SVP) 
The SVP Annual Church Gate Collection will take place on the 
7th & 8th of December, at Athenry & Newcastle Masses.  This is 
our primary source of funding for the year so we would really 
appreciate your support.  It will go to good use in the Athenry/
Newcastle community. You can contribute as follows: 
 

Method 1:  Contribute to the church gate collection at Masses 
on the 7th & 8th Dec in Athenry or Newcastle.  Method 2: Lodge 
a contribution to Athenry SVP’s account in AIB Athenry:  
Account Number 11722064. Sort Code 93-70-10.  Method 3: 
Transfer your contribution electronically through BIC/IBAN:  
IBAN:  IE79AIBK93701011722064  BIC:  AIBKIE2D.  

For lodgements and transfers, please include ONLY your 
NAME & EIRCODE in the transaction.  (Please do not type your 
address or other words like Donations, Christmas Collection, 
VDP etc. as there is a character limitation on the Bank 
Statement &your name could be missing. Hence we won’t be 
able to issue a receipt.  CHY:  If you wish to contribute €250 or 
over, and would like to participate in the CHY3 scheme, please 
be sure and provide us with your Name & Eircode as instructed 
above.  We will forward the necessary documentation. 
 

Many thanks from the Athenry SVP for your continued support. _______________________________________________________________________ 
BASKET COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  €3,275 _______________________________________________________________________ 

NEWCASTLE MASS HYMNS 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,  /  and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here  /  until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  /  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, / who ordered all things mightily 
to us the path of knowledge show  /  and teach us in its ways to go.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  /  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Come Lord Jesus, x 3.  /  Come & Be Born In Our Hearts! x 2 
 

Come, O Prince Of Peace, x 3.  /  Come & Be Born In Our Hearts! 
 

Come, Emmanuel, x 3.  /  Come & Be Born In Our Hearts! 
 

Maranatha, x 3.  /  Come & Be Born In Our Hearts! _______________________________________________________________________ 
♫  ♫   HYMNS AT 11:00AM MASS ATHENRY   ♫  ♫ 

Organ Prelude: Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (J.S. Bach) 
 

Entrance:   
O come, divine Messiah!  /  The world in silence waits the day 
When hope shall sing its triumph,  /  And sadness flee away. 
 

Sweet Saviour, haste: come, come to earth: 
Dispel the night, and show thy face, 
And bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
O come, divine Messiah! &c. 
 

2. Shalt come in peace and meekness, 
And lowly will thy cradle be; 
All veiled in human weakness, 
Thy majesty we'll see. 
 

Sweet Saviour, haste: &c. 
 

Offertory: Behold a Virgin bearing Him (McDonagh) 
Sanctus / Agnus Dei: Mass XVII 
Communion: Of the Father's heart begotten 
Recessional: 
 

Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli porta manes, 
Et stella maris, succurre cadenti surgere qui curat populo: 
Tu quae genuisti, natura mirante, tuum sanctum Genitorem. 
Virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore 
Sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere. 
 

Kind mother of the Redeemer, who remain the open gate of heaven 
And the star of the sea: help your falling people who want to rise. 
You who bore your holy Parent, while nature marvelled:  
A Virgin before & after, receiving that ‘Ave’ from Gabriel’s mouth, 
Have mercy on us sinners. 
 

Organ Postlude: Marche Religieuse (A. Guilmant) _______________________________________________________________________ 
ST. MARY’S ATHENRY CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS  

We now have St. Mary’s Parish, Athenry 
Christmas Mass Bouquets.  Also our 
regular Sympathy Mass cards, Mass 
Bouquets (General, Get Well & Thank 
You).  All available in parish office. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2024  
SAINT MARY’S PARISH ATHENRY 

 

Church of the Assumption Athenry 
Christmas Eve Tuesday December 24th  
6:30pm  Family Mass 
9:00pm  Christmas Eve Mass 
(St. Mary’s Church Choir will sing carols from 8:30pm) 
 

Christmas Day Wednesday December 25th 
9:00am  Mass at Dawn 
11:00am  Christmas Day Mass 
 

Church of the Immaculate Conception Newcastle  
Christmas Eve Tuesday December 24th  
6:30pm  Christmas Eve Mass 
 

Christmas Day Wednesday December 25th 
10:00am   Christmas Day Mass _______________________________________________________________________ 

ADVENT IS HERE — CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
The crib is at the heart of Christmas and this weekend we have 
made prayer cards available which we invite you to take home 
with you, keeping Christ and the Holy Family at the heart of 
Christmas.  Pope St. John Paul II began the tradition of 
Bambinelli Sunday which takes place on this weekend Sunday 
December 15th, the Third Sunday of Advent at all Masses.  
On Bambinelli Sunday families are invited to bring their figure 
of the Baby Jesus to the church to be blessed. _______________________________________________________________________ 

NEWCASTLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES 
1: Newcastle Community Council would like to thank everyone 
who contributed towards the repairing and maintenance of the 
defibrillator. It is very much appreciated. 
2: Newcastle Community Council are hosting a Christmas tea 
morning in Newcastle Community Centre at 11am on Sunday 
22nd December.  Come join us for a cuppa and sweet treats to 
celebrate Christmas. A community catch up! All are welcome.  
You are welcome to bring along some baked goods on the day.  
3: Christmas movie night. Newcastle Community Centre. Friday 
20th December @ 6pm. Santa will make an appearance before 
the movie. Raffle on the night. Entrance €5.00 per person. _______________________________________________________________________ 

ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR THE MEANING OF LIFE? 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: MON. 16th  —  Sat. 21st December 
† Vincent Shields, The Willows 
† Sarah & Tim Murray, Derrydonnell & deceased members of 

the Holland & Martyn families, Lisheenkyle & Derrydonnell 
† Peter & Agnes Houlihan, Northgate St. 
† Martin & Nonie Keane, Ballydavid 
† Eileen & Martin Ryan, Park 
† Patsy Keane, Rathmorrissey 
† Delia Feeney & the extended Feeney and Riley families 
† Edward & Maggie Mongan, Caheroyan Drive, their daughter 

Ellen McDonagh, son Francie, son-in-law Tom Ward & 
grandson Toma s Ward 

† Michael & Bridie Rooney, Old Church St. & the deceased of 
the Rooney & Hynes families 

† Tommy & Mary Grealish, Lisheenkyle 
† John Joe Burke, Cahertubber & deceased of the Burke family 
† Patrick & Mary Holland & deceased members of the Keane & 

Holland families 
† Edward & Nora Mullins, Cussane 
† Sr. Theodore Shaughnessy, Dublin 
† Anne & John McNamara, Moanbaun 
† Julie McGlynn, Loughrea 
† Tom Finn & deceased of the Finn Family, Moorpark 
† Paddy & Mary Ann Fox, daughter Bridgie, grand-daughter 

Mary Ann, sons-in-law Bernie O’Donovan & Alan McCulloch _______________________________________________________________________ 
ADVENT SCRIPTURE COURSE WITH FR. BENNY  

Would you like to know a little more about the Scriptures that 
are read at Mass?  For the coming year, the Gospels will be 
taken from St. Luke’s account.  For the remaining Monday 
nights of Advent: December, 16th & 23rd, Fr. Benny will 
present a short introductory course on this Gospel.  This takes 
place in the Pastoral Centre Athenry 8:00pm — 9:30pm 
each Monday evening.  All welcome.  No previous knowledge 
required.  Please bring along your copy of the bible.  If you 
don’t have one, one will be provided.  This course will be of 
special interest to readers & those who have been on 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, & those who want to know more 
about Lectio Divina. _______________________________________________________________________ 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ("GAUDETE" SUNDAY)  
On the Third Sunday of Advent ("Gaudete" or "Rejoice" 
Sunday), the liturgy takes on a more joyful character as a 
reminder that the birth of Christ is near. To reflect this, the 
organ, which is normally silent during Advent, may be played. 
We also see that the rose candle is lit on the Advent wreath, the 
priest may wear rose-coloured vestments (rather than the 
usual violet colour of Advent), & the sanctuary area may be 
decorated with flowers. As on the other Sundays of Advent, the 
choir sings the traditional antiphon in honour of Our Lady at 
the end of Mass, Alma Redemptoris Mater. 

†    MASS TIMES    † 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
 

Saturday December 14th Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Pat Flaherty, Athlone & Belleville, (Month’s Mind) 

 

Sunday December 15th Mass at 11:00am 
Noel Martyn, Moyvilla (Month’s Mind) 

 

Saturday December 21st Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Tommy Loughnane & deceased staff members of Athenry Mart  

 

Sunday December 22nd Mass at 11:00am 
Intention 

 

——————————————————————————— 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
 

Sunday December 15th Mass at 10:00am 
Daniel & Mary Ann Carr, Jack & Chris Carr  

& deceased members of the Carr & Mannion families 
 

Sunday December 22nd Mass at 11:00am 
Jack Madden and deceased of the Madden & Gannon families _______________________________________________________________________ 

†    RECENTLY DECEASED    † 
Dr. Martin Finnerty, Ballinrobe & originally Clarke St., Athenry 

 

Jane Molloy nee Healy, Salthill & formerly of Rockmore, mother 
of Jane Molloy Kilbane & Deirdre Molloy & sister of Bernadette 

Ruane, (all Athenry town) & Carmel Ruane, Clorane 
 

Martin McGhee, Loughrea, brother of Gerry McGhee, Cullairbaun 
 

Michael (George) Downey, Ballydangan, Roscommon 
father of Teresa Tuffy, Derrydonnellmore _______________________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSION TIMES 
Church of the Assumption, Athenry 

 Saturday December 21st  9:00am — 9:50am. 
 Monday December 23rd  6:00pm — 8:00pm 
 Wednesday December 24th  10:30am—11:30am 

Church of the Immaculate Conception, Newcastle 
 Sunday December 22nd   10:45 — 11:30am _______________________________________________________________________ 

NATIVITY FILM 
On Monday December 23rd at 7:30pm, a special showing of 
a film on the Nativity of the Birth of Jesus will take place 
in the Pastoral Centre.  All are welcome. _______________________________________________________________________ 

ATHENRY BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
A very warm thank you to all who have participated in & 
contributed to our parish's weekly Bible Study Group. Our last 
session of the year takes place Tues. 17th December at 7.30pm 
in the Pastoral Centre. If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacred Scriptures, you might consider joining this ministry as a 
New Year's resolution when we continue in January. This group 
is open to all & no prior knowledge of the Bible is required. _______________________________________________________________________ 

READINGS: 21st & 22nd Dec. (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 1st Reading:     Mic. 5:1-4. Psalm:      79:2-3,  15-16,  18-19. 
 2nd Reading:    Heb.  10:5-10. Gospel:    Lk.  1:39-44. 
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