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       Fr. Benny MC Hale C.C. Mobile: 087-2387336  
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Newcastle bookings:   Mary Gannon Mobile: 086-4060187 
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  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  Website: www.athenryparish.ie  Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry 
Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie      Parish FM: 106.5 

Bank: AIB, Athenry;  Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry    IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45;   BIC:AIBKIE2D 
PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK: Fr. Benny McHale Mobile: 087-2387336  

†  ASH WEDNESDAY 5TH MARCH  † 
‘For dust you are and unto dust you shall return.’ 

Next Wednesday 5th of March marks the beginning of Lent. 
Distribution of Ashes: 

8:30am — 8:50am  Ashes distributed in  Athenry church 
10:00am   Mass in Athenry church 
7:00pm   Mass in Newcastle church 
7:30pm   Mass in Athenry church  
 

In the readings at Mass there is a great consciousness of our 
sinfulness as we pray “Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have 
sinned”.  There is also a sense that the time to repent and turn 
back is now.  The Gospel tells us how to approach that renewal 
of our lives.  It puts before us the remedy in prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.  These three strands of Lenten observance are as 
ancient as Christianity itself.  There is no substitute for them.  
“Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of fasting.  
If we have not all three together, we have nothing” says St 
Peter Chrysologus.  No Masses for the dead, except funeral 
Masses, are permitted today.  
We encourage regular attendance at Mass, Adoration, Rosary 
and the various talks put on by the Parish during Lent. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR SURVIVORS & VICTIMS 
This year’s Worldwide Day of Prayer for Survivors and Victims 
of Sexual Abuse will take place on the 7th of March, the first 
Friday of Lent.  The Day of Prayer is an initiative of Pope 
Francis and was first marked in Irish dioceses in 2017.  
Towards Peace is an independent organisation that provides a 
spiritual support and professional service for survivors of 
physical, emotional, sexual and spiritual abuse who suffered in 
an institutional, clerical or religious setting in Ireland.  Funded 
by the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the Association of 
Missionary and Religious in Ireland, the vision of Towards 
Peace is to provide a safe supportive space for people and their 
families, whose spiritual life has been damaged by abuse.  
Through spiritual accompaniment with a qualified spiritual 
director, Towards Peace endeavours to accompany people as 
they seek their own experience of spiritual peace, one step at a 
time.  Towards Peace is also a response to the continually 
growing understanding of the spiritual impact of the trauma of 
abuse and seeks to raise awareness about this within the 
Church.  The Towards Peace Spiritual Support Service is free of 
charge and for more please see https://towardspeace.ie/. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

COLDWOOD NATIONAL SCHOOL JOB 
Part Time Cleaning Position available in Coldwood National 
School.  Contact the school by email: admin@coldwood.ie or 
phone 091-846373 for more information. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

ATHENRY TIDY TOWNS 
The Annual General Meeting of Athenry Tidy Towns is 
scheduled for Thursday 6th March at 7.30pm in the upstairs 
room at Raheen Playing Field, Eircode H65 N125.  Everyone 
with an interest in Tidy Towns is invited to attend. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

ATHENRY NEW CEMETERY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Takes place in the Parochial House  
at 7:30pm on Tuesday March 11th. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
SOILSE DISCO 

Pastoral Centre, 8 — 10pm on Friday March 7th. All welcome  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

MOTHERS PRAYERS ANNUAL GATHERING AT KNOCK. 
'Mothers Prayers' is for mothers who wish to come together to 
pray for their children & grandchildren.  Their annual weekend 
in Knock is 7th - 9th March in St. John’s Rest Centre. Contact 
Marie at 087 6184110 or email ireland@mothersprayers.org. 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY  

Just a reminder that Lenten Bible study by Fr. Benny has 
begun on Monday nights in the Pastoral Centre at 8:00pm 
and continues every Monday during Lent (except — instead of 
St. Patrick’s Day it will take place on Tuesday 18th March). 
______________________________________________________________________ 

FORMS OF FRIDAY PENANCE 
The following are suggested as ways  

of fulfilling Friday penance: 
 

† Abstaining from meat or some other food 
† Abstaining from alcoholic drink or smoking 
† Making a special effort at involvement in family prayer 
† Making a special effort to participate in Mass on Fridays 
† Visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
† Making the Stations of the Cross 
† Fasting from all food for a longer period than usual and 

perhaps giving what is saved to the needy 
† Helping the poor, sick, old or lonely 
 

From the statement of the Friday Penance  
issued by the Bishops’ Conference 2011. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
†  STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT  † 

Takes place every Friday night during Lent at 7:00pm. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

TRÓCAIRE LENTEN CAMPAIGN 
Each year the people of the parish have given 
generously to Tro caire who are deeply grateful 
for this. This years Lenten campaign has begun. 
Tro caire boxes are now available in the church. 
We encourage every family to take one home. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

ATHENRY SIMANJIRO PARTNERSHIP 
We are delighted to support Tro caire as a Parish annually and 
we enthusiastically continue to do so, but we also encourage 
you to consider supporting Athenry—Simanjiro Partnership as 
part of your Lenten commitment.  Information and donation 
box is available to the right of the main entrance of Athenry 
church if anyone would like to consider this as an alternative. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

FR. BENNY LENTEN COURSE AT KNOCK 
Fr. Benny will conduct a four night programme on volume two 
of Luke’s New Testament writing, the Acts of the Apostles, 
which will be read during the Easter season. No previous 
knowledge is required & Bibles will be provided. The course 
takes place from 7:30pm — 9.30pm in The Prayer Centre at 
Knock Shrine on Wednesdays: 19th & 26th March, 2nd & 9th 
April. Places are limited. For bookings contact Nicola Mitchell, 
Tel: 094 93 88100 / email nicolamitchell@knockshrine.ie  
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 10:00AM: MON. 3rd - SAT. 8th MARCH 
† Mary O’Toole, Moanbaun (Month’s Mind) 
† Bobby Gardiner (1st Anniv.) & his wife Clare, Clarke St. 
† Sr. Gabriel Freeney, Derrydonnell & her sister Mary Feeley 
† Ellen Hession & Brendan, Mirah, Turloughmore 
† Maureen Kelly & the Costello family, Manchester & Kilbannon 
† Martin Connnell, & Tommy Connell, Lisheenkyle 
† Moira Coen, Court View & deceased of the O’Carroll family 
† Kathleen Ryan, Cross St. 
† Sadie & Paddy Glynn, Carrareagh 
† Michael & Anne Moran, New Line 
† Martin & Richard Conway, Ballymote & Tuam & the deceased 

of the Conway & Stapleton families 
† Christina Keane, Rathmorrissey & deceased members of the 

Keane & Larkin families 
† Ann Wilkins & deceased of McPartland family, Cheltenham 
† Bob Warren & deceased of O’Neill family, Florida & Belfast 
† Anne Madden, Caheroyan Rd. 
† Vera Lafferty, Fermanagh 
† Michael Lally, Mountgarrett 
† Bridie & Michael Forde 
† John Joe & Tess White. Church St. 
† Mary Tully, Barrack St. 
† Patrick, Annie & Teresa Kenny, Caheroyan Rd. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

MUSIC FOR 11:00AM MASS — (Please sing along) 
Entrance Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven 
Offertory The Beatitudes (Glenstal) 
Sanctus / Agnus Dei Mass XVI 
Communion Oh! for a closer walk with God (Stanford) 
Recessional Immaculate Mary 
 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who am I His praise to sing? 
Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him. 
Praise the everlasting King. 
2. Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress: 
Praise Him still the same for ever, 
Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him. 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 

1. Immaculate Mary! Our hearts are on fire; 
That title so wondrous fills all our desire.   
Chorus: Ave, ave, ave Maria! 
2. We pray for God's glory, may His kingdom come! 
We pray for His vicar, our father, and Rome.   Chorus 
3. We pray for our mother, the Church upon earth, 
And bless, sweetest Lady, the land of our birth.   Chorus 

†    MASS TIMES    † 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
 

Saturday March 1st Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Chrissie Flaherty, Park, (Month’s Mind) 

 

Sunday March 2nd Mass at 11:00am 
Intention 

 

Ash Wednesday 5th March at 10:00am & 7:30pm 
Mass  including distribution of Ashes 

 

Saturday March 8th Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Thomas Higgins, Lisheenkyle, (1st Anniversary) 

and his wife Nora 
 

Sunday March 9th Mass at 11:00am 
U na Carroll, Derrydonnell, (1st Anniversary) 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
 

Sunday March 2nd Mass at 10:00am 
Pa & Peggy Ryan & their son Jarlath 

 

Ash Wednesday 5th March at 7:00pm 
Mass including distribution of Ashes 

 

Sunday March 9th Mass at 10:00am 
Margaret Maloney, Shudane (1st Anniversary) _______________________________________________________________________ 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Eugene Glynn, Tourkeel 

 

Patrick Waldron, Old Church St. & Mulpit 
 

Christina (Chrissie) Howard, 
Galway, Claregalway & Lorro Gate 

 

Michael Cosgrave, Carraigallen,  
brother of John Cosgrave, Ard Esker 

 

Vera Lafferty, Fermanagh,  
mother of Ashleen Kelly, Lisheenkyle 

 

Michael Conroy, Hastings London 
Uncle of Alan O’Brien, Caisleain O ir _______________________________________________________________________ 

BASKET COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND 
Athenry & Newcastle €3,210 _______________________________________________________________________ 

FIRST FRIDAY CALLS 
Both Fr. Charlie’s & Fr. Benny’s calls are on Friday 7th March. _______________________________________________________________________ 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
For the season of Lent, the focus will be on taking an in-depth 
look at the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist in the Bible. 
Meeting every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.  New 
members are always welcome.  No prior knowledge required. _______________________________________________________________________ 

READINGS: 8th & 9th March (First Sunday of Lent) 
1st Reading:     Deut. 26:4-10 Psalm:     90:1-2, 10-15 
2nd Reading:    Rm 10:8-13 Gospel:   Lk:4:1-13 
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