
             23rd March 2025          3rd Sunday of Lent 
Church of the Assumption, Athenry                Church of the Immaculate Conception, Newcastle   

Parish Office: (091) 844076  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  
Office Eircode: H65 H224 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10:30am — 1:30pm;    Friday: 10:30am — 4:30pm 

 

Priests:      Fr. Charlie McDonnell  P.P.  Mobile: 086-8193884 Email: frchaz@me.com  
       Fr. Benny MC Hale C.C. Mobile: 087-2387336  
Deacon:     Rev. Julian Drapiewski Mobile: 086-8185188 
Pastoral and Counselling: Mike Dunne Mobile: 0879920507.  Email: counsellingmike@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary:    Brí d Higgins Office: 091 844076.  Email: info@athenryparish.ie 
Newcastle bookings:   Mary Gannon Mobile: 086-4060187 
Safeguarding Rep:   Eithna Moran 091-844076 
 

  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  Website: www.athenryparish.ie  Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry 
Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie      Parish FM: 106.5 

Bank: AIB, Athenry;  Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry    IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45;   BIC:AIBKIE2D 
PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK:  Fr. Charlie McDonnell.   Mobile: 086-8193884  

ST. MARY’S PARISH — HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Holy Week is the most sacred week in the life of the Church, 
beginning with Palm or Passion Sunday which commemorates 
the Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Holy Thursday 
commemorates the First Mass and the institution of the 
priesthood.  On Good Friday we remember the passion and 
death of Jesus — his sacrifice for us.  On Holy Saturday night we 
celebrate the high point of our faith — the Resurrection of 
Jesus — where He has gone, we hope to follow.  Please join us 
and encourage others to join us during Holy Week. 

 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 12TH/13TH  
Saturday April 12th   Mass  6:30pm 
Sunday April 13th    Mass  11:00am 
 

MONDAY APRIL 14TH  
Penance Service     7:00pm 
Showing of a Film on the Passion  8:00pm 
 

TUESDAY APRIL 15TH 
Penance Service     7:00pm 
 

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 17TH 
Commemoration of the Last Supper  8:00pm. 

 
 

Trócaire boxes can be returned to the church at any time,  
but especially on Holy Thursday. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
Stations of the Cross    3:00pm 
Commemoration of the Passion   8:00pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY APRIL 19TH 
Easter Blessing of Food    10:30am 
Confessions       11:00 - 11:45am 
Easter Vigil      9:00pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20TH 
Mass       11:00am 

 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 13TH  
Sunday April 13th    Mass  10:00am 
 

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 17TH 
Commemoration of the Last Supper  7:00pm. 

Trócaire boxes can be returned to the church at any time,  
but especially on Holy Thursday. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
Stations of the Cross    3:00pm  
Commemoration of the Passion   7:00pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20TH 
Mass       10:00am 
______________________________________________________________________ 

SHOWING OF A FILM ON “THE PASSION” 
A special showing of a film on “The Passion” will be held in the 
Pastoral Centre on Monday night April 14th at 8:00pm. A short 
discussion will take place afterwards. All are welcome. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

TRÓCAIRE LENTEN CAMPAIGN 
Each year the people of the parish have given generously to 
Tro caire who are deeply grateful for this. This years Lenten 
campaign has begun. Tro caire boxes are now available in the 
church.  We encourage every family to take one home. ______________________________________________________________________ 

TUAM DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 
The Tuam Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock takes place on  

Sunday, May 4th 2025.  Ceremonies commence at 2.30 p.m. 

FORMS OF FRIDAY PENANCE 
Suggested as ways of fulfilling Friday penance: 

† Abstaining from meat or some other food 
† Abstaining from alcoholic drink or smoking 
† Making a special effort at involvement in family prayer 
† Making a special effort to participate in Mass on Fridays 
† Visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
† Making the Stations of the Cross 
† Fasting from all food for a longer period than usual and 

perhaps giving what is saved to the needy 
† Helping the poor, sick, old or lonely 

From the statement of the Friday Penance  
issued by the Bishops’ Conference 2011. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

'PILGRIMS OF HOPE' PASSPORT FOR JUBILEE YEAR 2025 
The 'Pilgrim Passport' project is a unique and innovative 
initiative that encourages pilgrims to journey to and explore 
three of Ireland's most iconic pilgrimage sites: Knock Shrine, 
Lough Derg and Croagh Patrick.  These sites celebrate the 
richness of the pilgrimage tradition in Ireland. Pilgrims are 
invited to take some personal time for prayer and reflection at 
each of these sacred places during 2025.  A ‘pilgrimage 
passport’ will be available at each of the three designated 
national sites, detailing the unique elements of the pilgrimage 
experience at each destination.  The passport will be stamped 
upon completion of the pilgrimage at each location.   ______________________________________________________________________ 

DAFFODIL DAY FRIDAY 28th MARCH.  2025 
Donations received on Daffodil Day help with research, and 
assist people and families affected with cancer. Daffodil stalls 
in Athenry will be at Londis, Aldi and Tesco. Please support.  
______________________________________________________________________ 

GAEILSCOIL RIADA LÁ OSCAILTE DON TEAGHLACH 

Join us for our Family Fun Day Saturday 29th March 1-3pm at 
Gaelscoil Riada (H65 WD54). We provide Irish-medium 
education from pre-school onwards in a welcoming multi-
denominational environment. Come meet our staff, explore 
our school and enjoy a fun filled afternoon. We warmly 
welcome families from all linguistic and cultural backgrounds.  
Bí gí  linn ar an la .  Fa ilte roimh cha ch — All welcome. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY CONNECT — IRELAND’S BABY BANK  
Drive and Drop — Donate to Help Families in Need!   

Sun. 23rd March at the Church of the Immaculate Conception 
Carpark, Oranmore.  Welcoming a new baby is a very special 
time in any family’s life, but can be a challenging time for those 
who struggle financially. Help gather much-needed essential 
items for pregnant mothers & families with new babies around 
the country — just pick up a few extra items in your weekly 
shop!  Every donation made will go directly to a family in need.  
Only new items accepted. Visit www.communityconnect.ie/
driveanddrop/ for a list of items & info. on Community 
Connect.  Financial donations accepted on the day.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

ANAM CARA 
Anam Cara Galway, the organisation that supports bereaved 
parents, is holding it's monthly Parent Support Evening for 
bereaved parents on Wednesday 2nd April at 7.30pm in the 
Clayton Hotel, Briarhill, Galway. This free event is open to all 
bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the 
circumstances of their death, or how recent their death was.  
We also offer an online support group meeting. To find out 
more call 01 4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie. ______________________________________________________________________ 

YOUTH 2000 DAY RETREAT 
Takes place Sat.  March 29th, at St. Mary’s Church in the 
Claddagh, Galway, beginning at 9.30am. Workshops, music, 
talks, testimonies & more. Donation only. Register online at 
Youth2000.ie, for more info. Email: connaught@youth2000.ie. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 10:00AM: MON. 24th - SAT. 29th MARCH 

† Vera Lafferty, Fermanagh  
† John Ward 
† Dan & Monica Kennedy, Swangate 
† Michael Sheehan, Moanbaun 
† JJ Duane & deceased of the Duane & Melia families 
† Mick, Maryellen & Julia Somers, Newford 
† Thomas & Agnes Molloy, their son John & deceased of the 

Molloy family, Ballygurrane 
† Paddy & Teresa Rooney, Rahard 
† The Whelan family, The Square 
† Malachy & Ursula Kearney, Old Church St. 
† Orla Creaven nee Curran 
† Ena & Eddie King, Boyhill 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

MUSIC FOR 11:00AM MASS 
We strongly encourage the congregation to join  

in singing the published hymns with the choir. 
  

Entrance Lord Jesus, think on me 
*Offertory O bone Jesu (Palestrina) 
Sanctus / Agnus Dei Mass XVII 
**Communion Attende Domine 
Recessional Ave Regina Caelorum 
 

1. Lord Jesus, think on me,  /  And purge away my sin; 
From earth-born passions set me free,  /  make me pure within 
 

2. Lord Jesus, think on me,  /  With care and woe opprest; 
Let me thy loving servant be,  /  And taste thy promised rest. 
 

3. Lord Jesus, think on me,  /  Amid the battle's strife; 
In all my pain and misery  /  Be thou my health and life. 
4. Lord Jesus, think on me,  /  Nor let me go astray; 
 

Through darkness & perplexity  /  Point thou the heav'nly way 
 

* O good Jesus, have mercy on us, for you have created us; 
You have redeemed us through your most precious Blood. 
 

** Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy, 
For we have sinned against thee. 
 

1 Ave Regina Caelorum, Ave Domina Angelorum: 
Salve radix, salve porta, Ex qua mundo lux est orta: 
Gaude Virgo gloriosa, Super omnes speciosa: 
Vale, o valde decora, Et pro nobis Christum exora. 
 

2 Hail, Queen of heaven, hail Lady of the angels: 
Hail, root and gate from which the Light of the World was born: 
Rejoice glorious Virgin, fairest of all: 
Fare thee well, most beautiful, and pray for us to Christ. 

†    MASS TIMES    † 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
 

Saturday March 22nd Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Eugene Glynn, Tourkeel                (Month’s Mind) 

 

Sunday March 23rd Mass at 11:00am 
Chrissie Howard, Riveroaks, Claregalway  (Month’s Mind) 

 

Saturday March 29th Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Patrick Waldron, Old Church St.             (Month’s Mind) 

 

Sunday March 30th Mass at 11:00am 
Denis McMahon, Cartymore              (Month’s Mind) 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
 

Sunday March 23rd Mass at 10:00am 
Jimmy Fahy, Tysaxon 

 

Sunday March 30th Mass at 10:00am 
Agnes Keady, Ballyboggan ______________________________________________________________________ 

†  RECENTLY DECEASED — may they Rest in Peace  † 
Julia Rooney, Cahercrin 

 

Mary Quigley, Cullairbaun  
 

Kitty Grealish nee Carr, Galway & formerly Newcastle, Athenry 

FR. BENNY’S LENTEN BIBLE STUDY, (in Pastoral Centre) 
Just a reminder that Fr. Benny’s Lenten Bible study continues 
on Monday nights during Lent at 8pm in the Pastoral Centre. ______________________________________________________________________ 

†  STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT  † 
Takes place every Friday night during Lent at 7:00pm. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

FR. BENNY’S LENTEN COURSE AT KNOCK 
Fr. Benny Lenten course at Knock began on March 19th and 
continues from 7:30pm — 9.30pm in The Prayer Centre at 
Knock Shrine on Wednesdays: 26th March, 2nd & 9th April.  
This programme is on volume two of Luke’s New Testament 
writing, the Acts of the Apostles, which will be read during the 
Easter season. No previous knowledge is required & Bibles will 
be provided. Places are limited. For bookings contact Nicola 
Mitchell:  094-9388100. Email nicolamitchell@knockshrine.ie  
______________________________________________________________________ 

BASKET COLLECTION LAST WKND. Athenry & Newcastle 
15th/16th     €3,035     17th - Emigrant Collection    €2,775 _______________________________________________________________________ 

READINGS: 29th & 30th March (4th  Sunday of Lent) 
1st Reading:    Jos. 5:9-12,       Psalm:   33:2-7 
2nd Reading:   Cor. 5:17-21       Gospel:   Lk:15:1-3, 11-32 

 

LENT 
We encourage regular attendance at Mass, Adoration, 

Rosary, Stations of the Cross  & Talks  put on by the 
Parish during Lent. 
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