
 30th March 2025       4th Sunday of Lent 
Church of the Assumption, Athenry                Church of the Immaculate Conception, Newcastle   

Parish Office: (091) 844076  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  
Office Eircode: H65 H224 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10:30am — 1:30pm;    Friday: 10:30am — 4:30pm 

 

Priests:      Fr. Charlie McDonnell  P.P.  Mobile: 086-8193884 Email: frchaz@me.com  
       Fr. Benny MC Hale C.C. Mobile: 087-2387336  
Deacon:     Rev. Julian Drapiewski Mobile: 086-8185188 
Pastoral and Counselling: Mike Dunne Mobile: 0879920507.  Email: counsellingmike@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary:    Brí d Higgins Office: 091 844076.  Email: info@athenryparish.ie 
Newcastle bookings:   Mary Gannon Mobile: 086-4060187 
Safeguarding Rep:   Eithna Moran 091-844076 
 

  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  Website: www.athenryparish.ie  Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry 
Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie      Parish FM: 106.5 

Bank: AIB, Athenry;  Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry    IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45;   BIC:AIBKIE2D 
PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK:  Fr. Benny MC Hale.   Mobile: 087-2387336  

ST. MARY’S PARISH — HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Holy Week is the most sacred week in the life of the Church, 
beginning with Palm or Passion Sunday which commemorates 
the Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Holy Thursday 
commemorates the First Mass and the institution of the 
priesthood.  On Good Friday we remember the passion and 
death of Jesus — his sacrifice for us.  On Holy Saturday night we 
celebrate the high point of our faith — the Resurrection of 
Jesus — where He has gone, we hope to follow.  Please join us 
and encourage others to join us during Holy Week. 

 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 12TH/13TH  
Saturday April 12th   Mass  6:30pm 
Sunday April 13th    Mass  11:00am 
 

MONDAY APRIL 14TH  
Penance Service     7:00pm 
Showing of a Film on the Passion  8:00pm 
 

TUESDAY APRIL 15TH 
Penance Service     7:00pm 
 

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 17TH 
Commemoration of the Last Supper  8:00pm. 

 
 

Trócaire boxes can be returned to the church at any time,  
but especially on Holy Thursday. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
Stations of the Cross    3:00pm 
Commemoration of the Passion   8:00pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY APRIL 19TH 
Easter Blessing of Food    10:30am 
Confessions       11:00 - 11:45am 
Easter Vigil      9:00pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20TH 
Mass       11:00am 

 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 13TH  
Sunday April 13th    Mass  10:00am 
 

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 17TH 
Commemoration of the Last Supper  7:00pm. 

Trócaire boxes can be returned to the church at any time,  
but especially on Holy Thursday. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
Stations of the Cross    3:00pm  
Commemoration of the Passion   7:00pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20TH 
Mass       10:00am 
______________________________________________________________________ 

SUGGESTED WAYS OF FULFILLING FRIDAY PENANCE: 
† Abstaining from meat or some other food 
† Abstaining from alcoholic drink or smoking 
† Making a special effort at involvement in family prayer 
† Making a special effort to participate in Mass on Fridays 
† Visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
† Making the Stations of the Cross 
† Fasting from all food for a longer period than usual and 

perhaps giving what is saved to the needy 
† Helping the poor, sick, old or lonely 

 

From the statement of the Friday Penance  
issued by the Bishops’ Conference 2011 

A MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER 
Gracious God,  We thank you for adopting us into your family 
through the miracle of your grace, and for calling us to be 
brothers and sisters to each other. 
Today, loving God, we pray for our mothers: 
who cared for us when we were helpless 
who comforted us when we were hurt 
whose love and care we often took for granted. 
Today we pray for those: 
who are grieving the loss of their mother, & mothers grieving the 
loss of a child; 
who never knew their biological mother & now yearn for her; 
who have experienced the wonder of an adopted mother’s love; 
families separated by war or conflict. 
Lord, give them special blessings. 
Keep us united with you & with each other, so that we can be & 
become all that we are meant to be.  Amen. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MARCH MEETING 
The Parish Pastoral Council met on Tuesday March 25th. 
The Safeguarding Audit for 2024 has been submitted to the 
Diocese and all is up to date.   
Discussions were held around Lent & Easter with Stations of 
the Cross & Scripture being held.  The Easter Ceremonies have 
now been published & take the same format as last year.  A 
discussion took place around the washing of feet on Holy 
Thursday — the main problem is getting people to be involved. 
The First Holy Communion & Confirmation Programmes are 
up and running. Due to the closure of Veritas, we were without 
resources this year.  However we sourced new versions to give 
to families, to make use of, for the rest of the year.  Over 300 
children in the parish will be receiving the Sacraments of First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation in May this year. 
From a maintenance point of view the sound is being worked 
on & an SEAI audit of the Parish Church has taken place, the 
results of which were shared and will now be passed on to the 
Finance Committee. 
Two representatives of the Council were selected to attend the 
Deanery meeting with the Archbishop to discuss the merging 
of the dioceses of Tuam & Killala, and hear the concerns  & 
views of those present. (The Deanery consists of the parishes 
of Athenry, Lackagh, Corrandulla, Headford & Caherlistrane). 
Various pastoral initiatives were discussed and will continue 
to be looked at and examined within the Parish.  Views of 
Parishioners are always welcome. Next meeting is on May 7th. ______________________________________________________________________ 

TRÓCAIRE LENTEN CAMPAIGN 
Each year the people of the parish have given generously to 
Tro caire who are deeply grateful for this.  This years Lenten 
campaign has begun.  Tro caire boxes are now available in the 
church.  We encourage every family to take one home. ______________________________________________________________________ 

SOILSE DISCO 
Pastoral Centre, 8pm — 10pm.   Friday April 4th. All welcome  ______________________________________________________________________ 

TUAM DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 2025 
Sunday, May 4th  Schedule of Ceremonies: 

2:00pm: Rosary. 
2.30pm: Anointing of the Sick at the Basilica. 
3:00pm: Concelebrated Mass in Basilica. Benediction & Rosary. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

ANAM CARA GALWAY 
Anam Cara is an organisation that supports bereaved parents.  
It’s next monthly Parent Support Evening for bereaved parents 
is on Wed. 2nd April at 7.30pm in the Clayton Hotel, Briarhill. 
This free event is open to all bereaved parents regardless of 
the age your child died, circumstances of their death, or how 
recent it was. They also offer an online support group meeting.  
To find out more call 01 4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 10:00AM: MON. 31/03  —  SAT 05/04 

† Joe Varley, Castle Ellen & deceased of Varley & Killeen family 
† Julia Quinn, Athenry 
† Mary Kindregan, Mountpelier & deceased members of the 

Kindregan & Duffy families 
† Brian Atkinson 
† Mattie & Joy McNamara & deceased members of the 

McGuinness & McNamara families 
† Kathleen & Michael McGrath, Prospect & deceased members of 

the Keane & McGrath families 
† Tony Sice, Boyhill 
† Birdie Greaney, Dublin Rd. 
† Thomas & Margaret Bane, Church St & deceased of the family 
† Michael Shaughnessy, Church St. 
† Liam Heffernan, Mountain West 
† Walter Mannion & his parents Brendan & Kathleen, his sister 

Carmel & sister-in-law Maura 
† Michael & Bridie Rooney, Old Church St. & deceased members 

of the Rooney & Hynes families 
† Ann Marie Hardiman, Cross St. 
† Alfie & Rita Byrne, Bengarra 
† Patrick Costelloe, Castle Ellen & deceased of Costelloe family 
† Annie Marie Clefstad nee O’Malley, Florida & Church St. 
† Tom Loftus, Moylough 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

MUSIC FOR 11:00AM MASS — Please Sing Along 
Introit Jerusalem, rejoice (O'Keeffe) 
Offertory O Sanctissima 
Sanctus / Agnus Dei Mass XVII 
Communion By the rivers of Babylon (McDonagh) 
Recessional God of mercy and compassion 
Organ Postlude: Mattheus-Final (Bach / Widor) 
 

Jerusalem, rejoice, rejoice all you who love her. 
All you who dwelt in sorrow, be comforted. 
 

1. God of mercy and compassion, look with pity upon me. 
Father, let me call Thee Father, 'tis Thy child returns to Thee. 
Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy; Let me not implore in vain; 
All my sins, I now detest them, never will I sin again. 
2. By my sins I have deserved death and endless misery, 
Hell with all its pains & torments, & for all eternity. Jesus, Lord, &c. 
3. By my sins I have abandoned right and claim to heav'n above, 
Where the saints rejoice forever in a boundless sea of love. 
Jesus, Lord, &c. 
 

Liturgical Note:   
On the fourth Sunday of Lent ("Laetare" or "Rejoice"), the liturgy is 
tinged with joy, a reminder half-way through Lent that Easter is the 
goal of our Lenten observances. Among other things, the Church 
permits the organ to be played in the liturgy today, having been silent 
since the beginning of Lent. Flowers may also decorate the sanctuary, 
and rose-coloured vestments may be worn instead of the usual violet. 

†    MASS TIMES    † 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
 

Saturday March 29th Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Patrick Waldron, Old Church St. (Month’s Mind) 

 

Sunday March 30th Mass at 11:00am 
Denis McMahon, Cartymore (Month’s Mind) 

 

Saturday April 5th Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
Marian Rooney, Blain (1st Anniversary) 

 

Sunday April 6th Mass at 11:00am 
Intention 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
 

Sunday March 30th Mass at 10:00am 
Agnes Keady, Ballyboggan 

 

Sunday April 6th Mass at 10:00am 
Jimmy, Rita & Paddy Molloy, Shudane ______________________________________________________________________ 

†  RECENTLY DECEASED — Rest in Peace  † 
Annie Marie Clefstad nee O’Malley Florida & ex Church St. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

FIRST FRIDAY CALLS  
Both Fr. Charlie’s & Fr. Benny’s calls are on Friday 4th April. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Saturday April 5th after 10:00am Mass.  It is recommended 
that this Sacrament be received no more than once per month.  
______________________________________________________________________ 

†  STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT  † 
Takes place every Friday night during Lent at 7:00pm. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

FR. BENNY’S LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
Fr. Benny’s Lenten Bible study continues on Monday nights 
during Lent at 8:00pm in the Pastoral Centre. ______________________________________________________________________ 

SHOWING OF A FILM ON “THE PASSION” 
A special showing of a film on “The Passion” will be held in the 
Pastoral Centre on Monday night April the 14th at 8:00pm. 
A short discussion will take place afterwards. All are welcome. ______________________________________________________________________ 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
Meeting every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.  
While we especially encourage young people from 18 - 35, it is 
open to everyone — new members are always welcome.  For 
the season of Lent, there will be an in-depth look at the 
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist in the Bible. ______________________________________________________________________ 

BASKET COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND. 
Athenry & Newcastle €4,670 _______________________________________________________________________ 

READINGS: 5th & 6th April (5th  Sunday of Lent) 
1st Reading:    Is. 43:16-21,  Psalm:   125 
2nd Reading:   Phil. 3:8-14  Gospel:   Jn:8:1-11 
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