7TH NOVEMBER 2025
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, ATHENRY

Parish Office: (091) 844076 Email: info@athenryparish.ie

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, NEWCASTLE

Office Eircode: H65 H224

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10:30am — 1:30pm; Friday: 10:30am — 4:30pm

Priests: Fr. Charlie McDonnell P.P.
Fr. Benny MCHale C.C.
Deacon: Rev. Julian Drapiewski

Pastoral & Counselling: Mike Dunne

Mobile: 086-8193884 Email: frchaz@me.com oo
Mobile: 087-2387336
Mobile: 086-8185188
Mobile: 0879920507

Email: counsellingmike@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Brid Higgins Office: 091 844076 Email: info@athenryparish.ie
Newcastle Bookings: Mary Gannon Mobile: 086-4060187
Safeguarding Rep: Eithna Moran Office: 091-844076

Email: info@athenryparish.ie Website: www.athenryparish.ie Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry

Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie

Parish FM: 106.5

Bank Details for Weekly Church Offerings:

Bank: AIB, Athenry; Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45; BIC:AIBKIE2D

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK:

Fr. Benny MC Hale C.C.

Mobile: 087-2387336

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2025

ST. MARY’S PARISH, ATHENRY

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY
CHRISTMAS EVE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH
6:30pm Family Mass
9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY THURSDAY DECEMBER 25TH
9:00am Mass at Dawn
11:00am  Christmas Day Mass

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE

CHRISTMAS EVE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH ' ;
6:30pm
CHRISTMAS DAY THURSDAY DECEMBER 25TH

Christmas Eve Mass

F MASS TIMES ¥
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6TH — VIGIL MASS AT 6.30PM
Pro Populo — People of the Parish

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH — MASS AT 11:00AM
Willie Cummins, Derrydonnell, (1st Anniversary)

MONDAY DECEMBER 8TH MAsSS AT 11:00AM & 6.30PMm
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13TH — VIGIL MASS AT 6.30PM
Michael Cannon, Ballydavid, (1st Anniversary)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14TH — MASS AT 11:00AM

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH — MASS AT 10:00AM
Paddy Joe & Annie Rabbitte, their son Oliver &
deceased of the Rabbitte & Conroy families
MONDAY DECEMBER 8TH MASS AT 7PM
Mai & Dermot Gill, Knockbrack
SATURDAY DECEMBER 13TH — MASS AT 10:00AM
Sean O’Connor, Lenamore (Month’s Mind)

BASKET COLLECTION. 22ND & 23RD NOVEMBER
ATHENRY & NEWCASTLE €3,640

RECENTLY DECEASED
Noel Madden, Caheroyan Drive

READINGS: 13TH & 14TH DECEMBER (3ND SUN. OF ADVENT)
1st READING: Is 35:1-6, 10 PsALM: 145:6-10
2nd READING: Jas 5:7-10 GOSPEL: MT 11:2-11

ATHENRY CHURCH CHARITABLE DONATION SCHEME
A very sincere thank you to all who contribute so generously to
the parish & to all who completed CHY Forms. The parish
benefited to the tune of over €37,000 from CHY for 2024. This
is invaluable in reducing our deficit. MiLE BUlocHAS.

AREA DISTRIBUTORS OF PARISH ENVELOPES 2026
The Parish Envelopes for 2026, are now available in the
Pastoral Centre for area distributors to collect. WE ARE, AS
ALWAYS, VERY GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO DISTRIBUTE ENVELOPES.

MARY’S MEALS (marysmeals.ie) BAKE SALE / CRAFT FAIR
mary's
Jls

Takes place in Pastoral Centre after Mass: Sat. 13th &

Sun. 14th Dec. All proceeds go to Mary’s Meals to help
1 feed some of the world's poorest children in school,
school+food=hope. Any baked & quality craft goods welcome.
Please drop items off from 4pm Sat 13th. Thanks to the Tom
Cunningham Trust all donations will be doubled this Christmas.

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS 10AM. 9TH — 13TH DEC.
¥ John Murphy, Ballyglunin & Willmount Hse. (Month’s Mind)
¥ Tom & Delia May Moran, Moyvilla
¥ Phil Kineen, Bridge St.
¥ Patrick & Annie Mary Loftus, Mayo
¥ Bridget & Frank Kilkelly & deceased of the Kilkelly &
McDonnell families

¥ John Connaughton, Castle Ellen

¥ John & Mary Cannon & Peadar Hartey, Ballyboggan

¥ Leo Gardner, Raheen

¥ Kathleen Holian, Skehana

¥ Doreen Waldron, Longford & Athenry & deceased of family

¥ Bridie Duane & Kathleen Cooley

¥ Patrick & Mary Holland, Park & deceased of the Holland &
Keane families

¥ Alice & Archie Coyle, Monaghan & their grand-son
Kieran Glynn, Caheroyan

¥ Patricia & Sorcha Rabbitte, Caheroyan Park

¥ Frank & Maisie (Hession) Healy, Rockmore

¥ Jane, Pat, Mickey, Peter, Frank, Owen, Des, Claire, Mary &
Paul Healy, Rockmore

¥ Michael Cannon, Ballydavid

¥ John McCarthy, Ballintubber

/4 HYMN FOR 11:00AM SUNDAY MASS &
1. Dear Maker of the Starry Skies,
Light of believers evermore, Jesu, Redeemer of mankind,
Be near us who Thine aid implore.
2. When man was sunk in sin and death,
Lost in the depth of Satan's snare,
Love brought Thee down to cure our ills
By taking of those ills a share.
3. Thou, for the sake of guilty men,
Permitted Thy pure blood to flow,
Didst issue from Thy Virgin shrine
And to the Cross a Victim go.
4. Great Judge of all! In that last day,
When friends shall fail and foes combine,
Be present then with us, we pray,
To guard us with Thy arm divine.

CHRISTMAS NOVENA PRAYER
NOVEMBER 30TH — CHRISTMAS DAY
This meditative prayer helps us increase our awareness of the real
focus of Christmas & to prepare ourselves spiritually for His coming.

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God
was born of the most pure Virgin Mary at midnight in Bethlehem
in piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, oh my God,

To hear my prayer and grand my desires, through the merits of
our Saviour Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Mother. AMEN

10:00am  Christmas Day Mass
CHRISTMAS CONFESSION TIMES
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY
Saturday December 20th 9:00am — 9:50am.
Monday December 22nd 6:00pm — 8:00pm

Wednesday December 24th ~ 10:30am—11:30am

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE
Sunday December 22nd 10:45 — 11:30am

FR. BENNY’'S ADVENT SCRIPTURE COURSE — ATHENRY
Interested in learning more about the Scriptures read at Mass?
This year’s Gospels come from St. Matthew. Fr. Benny is giving
a short introductory course on this, on the Mondays of Advent
— December 8th, 15th & 22nd; 8-9:30pm in the Pastoral
Centre. This will be of interest to readers & Holy Land pilgrims,
those interested in Lectio Divina. All welcome. No experience
needed. Please bring a Bible (copies available).

NATIVITY FILM
On Monday December 22nd at 8:00pm, a special
showing of a film on the Nativity of the Birth of Jesus |#8s=%
will be shown in the Pastoral Centre. All are welcome. {5

ADVENT IS HERE — CHRISTMAS IS COMING
Many of us are putting up our Christmas decorations these
days, & certainly in the next week.. Whether you have already
put up your decorations or are putting them up, we strongly
encourage including a Christmas crib in your home. The crib
keeps Christ & the Holy Family at the heart of Christmas. Pope
St. John Paul II began the tradition of BAMBINELLI SUNDAY
which takes place next Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent. On
Bambinelli Sunday families are invited to bring their figure of
the Baby Jesus to the church to be blessed. This will take place
at all weekend Masses 13th & 14th December.

MUSIC IN THE LITURGY DURING ADVENT

Advent has a penitential tone: the Gloria is omitted, violet
vestments are used, and altars are kept without flowers. Music
is subdued, with organ playing only to support singing, except
on the more joyful Gaudete Sunday. At the end of Mass on
Advent Sundays, the Marian antiphon Alma Redemptoris Mater
is sung. Translation: Kind mother of the Redeemer, who remains
the open gate of heaven and the star of the sea: help your falling
people who want to rise. You who bore your holy Parent, while
nature marvelled: a Virgin before and after, receiving that ‘Ave’
from Gabriel’s mouth, have mercy on us sinners.

ST. MARY’S ATHENRY CHRISTMAS MASS
BOUQUET CARDS. Available in Parish Office
Signed by Fr. Charlie / Fr. Benny

SOLEMNITY OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MONDAY 8TH DECEMBER MASSES
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY
11:00aM Mass on Monday Morning
6:30PM Mass on Monday Evening
CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE
7:00PM Mass on Monday Evening

| AMESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS: “HAVE YOUR SAY

ON THE FUTURE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN YOUR SCHOOL”
This Dept. of Education’s survey will affect which schools
retain Catholic patronage. We encourag parents, guardians, &
prospective parents who value Catholic education to complete
the survey at www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey. Your input
helps support a Catholic ethos. Survey closes 16 Dec. 2025.

Summarised from Archbishop Francis’ Message 18 Nov. 2025.

BEST WISHES TO ATHENRY CAMOGIE CLUB

\//

We wish every blessing to the Athenry Senior
Camogie Squad — players, mentors & back room
team in the All Ireland Senior Camogie Final in »
Croke Park next Sunday 14th Dec. (4:15pm). It's a {&&d
proud day for our parish. God ‘s blessing to all "*"
travelling to the match. BEIR BUA AGUS BEANNACHT.

NOTICE FROM ATHENRY St. VINCENT DE PAUL (SVP)
SVP CHURCH GATE COLLECTION TAKES PLACE THIS WEEKEND
DECEMBER 6™ & 7™ AT ATHENRY & NEWCASTLE MASSES.
This is our primary source of funding for the year so we really
appreciate your support. You may contribute as follows: ways:
Method 1: Contribute to the church gate collection at mass on

the 6th & 7th December in Athenry or Newcastle.

Method 2: Lodge a contribution to Athenry SVP’s account in
AIB Athenry: Acc. No: 11722064.  Sort Code: 93-70-10
Method 3: Transfer your contribution electronically through:
IBAN: IE79AIBK93701011722064 BIC: AIBKIE2D

For lodgements & transfers, please include ONLY your NAME

#<

|| & EIRCODE in the transaction. (Extra text often doesn’t
# | appear in the bank statement & we won’t know donor name).
448 | If you wish to contribute €250 or over, & would like to

participate in the CHY3 scheme, please be sure & provide us
with your Name & Eircode as instructed above. We will
forward necessary documentation. Thanks for your support.

A GENERAL NOTE RE CHY3 FORMS
If you donate €250 or more to multiple charities in a year, you
can complete a separate CHY3 form for each. This lets each
charity claim tax back from Revenue, up to your total tax paid.

TUAM MEN OF ST JOSEPH — SUN. DEC. 14TH @ 7:00PM
Meeting in The Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Tuam. (H54 T656).
Speaker: Fr. Conor McDonough OP on Catholic Social Teaching.

UNION OF VOICES 2025 — CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS
Athenry Music School Christmas Concert takes place 3pm Sun.
7th Dec. in Athenry Church. All welcome to this free event.

ATHENRY FOOTBALL CLUB FUNDRAISER
Support Aoife & Emma, 2 young parishioners facing serious
health challenges. All funds raised go directly to their families
to help with treatment, rehabilitation & recovery. Donate via:
(1) iDonate: www.idonate.ie/crowdfunder/AoifeEmma; or
(2) Athenry Credit Union: Account #63966.
More info: Anne: 0857122077 or Athenry FC website & socials.

ATHENRY NEWS & VIEWS FREE MAGAZINE
The valued local publication, Athenry News & [m]ea[m]
Views Magazine has returned after an absence of 5 :
years. It is available free online. To view it: Scan E’
this QR code or visit athenryexperience.ie/news. .
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