
†    MASS TIMES    † 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION ATHENRY 
 

Saturday January 3rd, 2026 — Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
John Cullen, Gort Mhaoilir (1st Anniversary) 

 

Sunday January 4th, 2026 — Mass at 11:00am 
Ellen (Helen) Feeney, Willmount House, (Month’s Mind) 

& her daughter Margaret (Anniversary) 
 

Monday January 5th, 2026 — Vigil Mass at 6:30pm 
The Epiphany of The Lord 

 

Tuesday January 6th, 2026 — Mass at 11:00am 
The Epiphany of The Lord 

 

Saturday January 10th, 2026 — Vigil Mass at 6.30pm 
——— 

 

Sunday January 11th, 2026 — Mass at 11:00am 
Sarah Glavin, Carnaun (1st Anniversary) 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWCASTLE 
 
 

Sunday January 4th, 2026 — Mass at 10:00am 
Maureen Monaghan, Tysaxon 

 

Monday January 5th, 2026 — Vigil Mass at 7:00pm 
The Epiphany of The Lord 

 

Deirdre Monahan, The Glade & formerly Knockbrack 
(Month’s Mind) 

& her sister Bernadette Monahan, Knockbrack (Anniversary) 
 

Sunday January 11th, 2026 — Mass at 10:00am 
Kevin Smith, Knockbrack  _______________________________________________________________________ 
BASKET COLLECTION 

26th, 27th & 28th DECEMBER 
Athenry & Newcastle    €3,940 _______________________________________________________________________ 

DECEMBER BAPTISMS 
We warmly welcome Ella, Paisley Caroline, Dylan, Buddy Peter 
Michael, Lisa Mary, Ailbhe Mae, Pa idí  James & Jade Phoenix, 
baptised in December, in Athenry  / Newcastle Churches. 

May God watch over them and bless them as they grow. _______________________________________________________________________ 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Athenry  Mon — Wed. 10:30am — 6:00pm daily 
     Thurs. 10:30am — Sat. 6:00pm (perpetual) 
     Sunday 12 noon — 6:00pm 
Newcastle   Saturday 6:00pm — 7:00pm (note time change) 
     Monday 6:00pm — 9:00pm _______________________________________________________________________ 

READINGS: 10th & 11th Jan. — The Baptism of the Lord  
1st Read:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
Psalm:    28:1-4, 9-10 
2nd Read: Acts 10:34-38 
Gospel:    Mt 3:13-17 

4th January 2026                  Second Sunday of Christmas  
 Church of the Assumption, Athenry       Church of the Immaculate Conception, Newcastle   

Parish Office: (091) 844076  Email: info@athenryparish.ie              Office Eircode: H65 H224 
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10:30am — 1:30pm;    Friday: 10:30am — 4:30pm 

 

Priests:       Fr. Charlie McDonnell  P.P.   Mobile: 086-8193884 Email: frchaz@me.com  
          Fr. Benny McHale C.C.    Mobile: 087-2387336  
Deacon:      Rev. Julian Drapiewski    Mobile: 086-8185188 
Pastoral & Counselling: Mike Dunne  Mobile:  0879920507    Email: counsellingmike@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary:      Brí d Higgins  Office:  091 844076    Email: info@athenryparish.ie 
Newcastle Bookings:    Mary Gannon  Mobile:  086-4060187 
Safeguarding Rep:     Eithna Moran  Office: 091-844076 
 

  Email: info@athenryparish.ie  Website: www.athenryparish.ie  Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry 
Parish Webcam: www.athenryparish.ie      Parish FM: 106.5 

 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS WEEK:    Fr. Benny McHale C.C.    Mobile: 087-2387336  
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Bank Details for Weekly Church Offerings:     (Please include your name and/or envelope number if you have one) 

Bank: AIB, Athenry;  Account Name: St. Mary’s Parish Athenry    IBAN:IE59 AIBK 9370 1013 1670 45;   BIC:AIBKIE2D 

PRIESTS’ CHRISTMAS COLLECTION — THANK YOU 
Sincere thanks to all who contributed so generously to the 
Christmas Priests’ Collection. We are deeply grateful for the 
way in which you so generously support us throughout the 
year.  God bless you all.  Priests Revenue account bank details: 
 

IBAN: IE33 AIBK 9370 1000 1550 60       BIC: AIBKIE2D3 ______________________________________________________________________ 

Church of the Assumption Athenry 
Monday January 5th, 2026 
Vigil Mass at 6:30pm 
 

Tuesday January 6th, 2026 
Mass at 11:00am 

———————————————————————- 

Church of Immaculate Conception Newcastle  
Monday January 5th, 2026 
Vigil Mass at 7:00pm ______________________________________________________________________ 

PRO-LIFE CHURCH GATE COLLECTION 
The annual Pro Life Campaign collection will be held 

at Athenry & Newcastle Masses  
on Saturday Jan 10th and Sunday Jan 11th. ______________________________________________________________________ 

ENNEAGRAM BY FR. BENNY IN PASTORAL CENTRE 
(In aid of Athenry Simanjiro Partnership) 

 

Fr. Benny will deliver his 2-day course on The Enneagram  
on Sunday11th and Sunday 18th January at 2:00pm  

in Athenry Pastoral Centre H65H224. Cost €50. Contact 
Martina 086 8641720 or Caroline 087 9273628  

to secure a place. Places are limited.  
 

Have you ever wondered why people, often members of the 
same family, can be so different from one another.  If so, you 
will find the Enneagram — an ancient system of understanding 
peoples inner motivation, very helpful.  You will discover why 
the world can look so different, to different people. The 
Enneagram is especially helpful for all those whose occupation 
brings them into working contact with others. ______________________________________________________________________ 

ST. DOMINIC'S HOLY WELL, ESKER 
The long-standing tradition of blessing the Holy Water at St. 
Dominic’s Well, Esker, will continue this year. Fr. Brendan 
Lawless, PP Kilconieron, will bless the water on 5th and 6th 
January at 11:00 a.m.  The Blessed Holy Water will be available 
for people to take home afterwards.  Everyone is welcome.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

FR. BENNY’S PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 2026 
Fr. Benny will lead a 7-day pilgrimage to Medjugorje  
from 7th — 14th October flying from Knock to Mostar.  

Full religious programme operated by  
Marian Pilgrimages and their wonderful guides.  

Very limited places available. 
Further enquires to Martina Farragher 086 8641720. ______________________________________________________________________ 

GRÁSTA MARRIAGE RELATED COURSES 2026 
Preparation for Marriage & Married Couples Courses. 

(Highly recommended by Fr. Charlie). 
Gra sta, the voluntary Irish group of Married Couples, has 
facilitated Catholic Pre-Marriage Courses for over 25 years 
(formerly at Esker Monastery). They are holding weekend 
residential courses on the dates below. For details visit 
www.grasta.org or email info@grasta.org. 

 

Pre-Marriage: 
6th —8th March 2026 
13th — 15th Nov 2026 
 

Married Couples: 
7th — 8th  March 2026,  
14th — 15th Nov 2026 

 

DAILY INTENTIONS  10:00am.  JAN. 5th, Jan. 7th — 10th 
† Tom & Delia May Moran, Moyvilla 
† Margaret Morrissey, Deerpark 
† The Coffey family, Caheroyan 
† Martin Ward, Ballygurrane 
† Ted Duffy, Lorro Gate 
† Jimmy Quinn, Caheroyan & deceased members of the Quinn 

& Murtagh families 
† Jim Kearns, Clarke St. & deceased of the Kearns family 
† Nefton Ribero, Brazil (1st Anniversary) 
† Patrick, Kathleen & Joe Molloy 
† Margaret Caulfield, Gloves 
† John Bane, his wife Teresa (Doreen) their sons William & 

Tommie, Newford 
† Tony Waldron, Kingsland 
† Eamon Feeney, Ballydavid ______________________________________________________________________ 
♫      HYMNS FOR 11:00am SUNDAY MASS ATHENRY     ♫ 

Entrance:   The First Noel 
Offertory:   Ave Regina Caelorum 
Communion: Silent Night  
Recessional:  Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,   
"Glory to the newborn King: 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  "Glory to the newborn King" ______________________________________________________________________ 

REFLECTION — THE YEAR AHEAD 
May God make our new year a happy one! 

Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making our path easy, 
But by making us sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from us, 
But by taking fear from our heart; 

Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making our life always pleasant, 
But by showing us when people & their causes need us most, 

and by making us anxious to be there to help. 
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead. 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD ———   MASS TIMESMASS TIMESMASS TIMES   
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